
  
  
  
  
  
 

Cllr Martin Tod 
c/o Winchester City Council 

City Offices 

Colebrook Street 
Winchester 

SO23 9LJ 

 

            25
th

 June 2025 

 

Re: Objection to Proposed Inclusion of Denmead in Greater Portsmouth Unitary Authority 

 
I am writing on behalf of local residents to express my strong objection to the proposals under the Local 

Government Reform plans that would see Denmead incorporated into the proposed Greater Portsmouth unitary 

authority. 
 

Residents' chief concerns are in the fundamental mismatch between predominantly rural areas such as Denmead 

and larger urban regions such as Portsmouth. The distinct identity of Denmead, as a village characterised by its 

rural setting, community culture, and proximity to the South Downs National Park, would not be adequately 
represented or served within an urban-dominated authority. 

 

Denmead’s character is defined by its green spaces, tranquil atmosphere, and surrounding countryside. No 
household in the village is more than 500 metres from the surrounding open fields, and the natural boundary of 

Portsdown Hill, as well as the Denmead–Waterlooville Gap, helps preserve its rural integrity. These environmental 

and cultural distinctions matter deeply to residents, not only in Denmead but also in nearby villages such as 
Hambledon, Southwick, and Newtown, who rely on Denmead as a central local hub and pillar of rural life.  

 

Recent community engagement has shown overwhelming support for Denmead remaining within a rural-based 

unitary authority. Over 350 residents expressed a preference for a Mid Hampshire option, compared to just three 
who supported inclusion within a Portsmouth-based authority. This sentiment reflects local concerns over potential 

impacts on council tax, public services such as healthcare and education, and the loss of a rural voice in decision-

making, as well as a feeling that they have not yet been properly consulted. 
 

I therefore urge both Winchester City Council and Portsmouth City Council to take these views into serious 

consideration before finalising any proposals for submission to the Government. Any reorganisation must reflect 
the identity, needs, and wishes of the communities concerned, not simply administrative convenience. 

 

I look forward to your response and remain available to discuss this matter further in support of Denmead and 

putting its residents first.  
 

Thank You 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 

  
Rt Hon Suella Braverman KC MP  
 

Member of Parliament for Fareham & Waterlooville  

 


